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	IAP Species:
	Guava – Psidium guajava
Koejawel, ugwava
	Cara Category:
	2
Demarcated areas only

	Foliage:
	Evergreen perennial
	Growth form:
	Tree
	Poisonous / Precautions:
	None – Fruits edible
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	Description:

Small tree or shrub 2-5(<10) m high; Smooth stem.  Leaves: bronze to light green, thick, stiff, hairy below, veins conspicuous. Flowers: white, in groups of 1-3. Fruits: many-seeded berries, green turning yellow, with white, yellow or pink flesh, sweet, with a musky, penetrating odour.
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Important aspects of Biology:

Extensive spread in the lowveld areas of Mpumalanga, Zululand and coastal ECape where it appears to prefer the heat and higher rainfall.  It grows quickly in disturbed soil.  Seeds are spread by birds, monkeys, bushpig, cattle and humans who eat the fruit.  Guava often acts as a host for fruit flies which can cause a problem if they grow adjacent to commercial orchards.  


	Planning: 
Control of guava is difficult because of its extensive root system and ability to sucker & coppice vigorously.  Manual (non-chemical) methods are not suitable for this plant (ringbark & bark strip).  Very few herbicides are registered and those that are require a higher than normal dosage.  
Guava is often seen as a food source by local communities and workers, resulting in a reluctance to cut down established trees.  To overcome this, if small plants are noticed in an area where it has not been found before control these ASAP before they become established as a food source.  In areas where it is already established, educate workers on the negative aspects of Guava, if necessary involve the CEF’s.  If it is not possible to remove all the plants, try determining a viable location (within compounds, around buildings) for a few mature trees to remain for food.  Remembering that this will mean that followup in the surrounding area will need to be done in perpetuity.  


	Mondi Prescribed Treatments:
The quality of treatment is the key to conquering quava.  Cut stump is the most successful method, the cut needs to be as low and as flat as possible.  The herbicide needs to be applied within 5 minutes of cutting – failure to do either of these will result in suckering.    

Cut Stump treatment: Preferred method for coppiced stems and those <10cm wide.
Frill:  Stems >10cm wide.  

Foliar:  Small plants, seedlings and coppice <chest height.  



	Herbicide prescribed:
	Trade name
	Rate:
	Application method

	
	
	
	

	Imazapyr 100g/ℓ SL
	Chopper

Hatchet 

Eco-Imazapyr 
	1250ml in 10ℓ of water

(Cautionary note:  Because of high concentration of herbicide, treating dense infestations of guava in sandy soils could result in some non-target species in the vicinity being affected)
	Cut stump/Frill

	Floroxypyr/picloram 80/80 g/ℓ ME
	Plenum
	150ml in 10ℓ of water (include wetter and dye)
	Foliar


*References can be found in the IAP Herbicide Treatment Doc ETT-02 and IAP Management in Conservation Areas Doc EG-01.  
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